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schools, Bakalarr Basic Cycle School,

Jarreng Basic Cycle School and Sinchu
Baliya Lower Basic School, were each
given an RMS approved school
microscope. With no electricity, a small
tilting mirror was provided to enable
sunlight to illuminate the samples. All
these schools are heavily oversubscribed
- the largest, Sinchu Baliya, has 3,250
pupils, with classes of between 45 and 60
children. Ten further microscopes were
sponsored by the RMS in February 2003
and distributed to a selection of schools,
Sinchu Baliya receiving a further three
because of the number of children at the
school.

In October 2002 three Gambian
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In order to ensure that the children were encouraged to use the microscopes
themselves, competitions have been run regularly for microscopical drawings. Members

of the EMUS SEM user group sponsor prizes for the best drawings of things seen under
the microscopes at each of these schools, judged by Pippa Howard and other RMS

Drawing of an ant as seen through a microscope, by Adama Sallah (Grade 4 at
time of drawing), Sinchu Baliya Science Club
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QuesTion: Wil wATeresTs you wsT doodT The Things birds &< Con o
leacn angTining Lrom The \way Tiney are

Ans\ver: The Thing THaT ATeresTs wie wosT doodl birds s The wvner o€
Their ealns, Relore They el a souwnd or ey s usudly wde To cll The resT ok
The birds, o Moy e elsexrere, To come and o Thhe session, Tnis s\novws

Uy and broTirerood anpng Tnenselves. Also, 3\)@\\/\9 The edTing session ey eal
5@3\\7 \WTHTT assle. T%e,x/ poliTely peck The grans one aller The oTler. Also,
WAAT s ST WTeresTing s TWal They dhwvays reserve somvie £ood in Their wipdTh Lor
The young ones Who anvdl oin 1 TThe session, wiajboe because TThey corwvol é\x/ or are
AT 508 hedTln From Tais | learAT Thal These binds love Their young ones Very
rudn and They cre Sor eodn aTher. These birds \vere \weaver binds.
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February 2005

Prizes were presented to the Science Club at Sinchu Baliya Lower Basic School for the latest
microscopical drawing competition. Sinchu Baliya has one of the most thriving Science Clubs of any
of the schools that Pageant visit and it is always a joy to see their work and enthusiasm, for which
much credit must go to their Science Co-ordinator, Omar Janneh. Certificates and prizes (illustrated
Science and Maths Dictionaries) were presented to the winners in Grades 4,5 and 6 together with
a wonderful array of posters and a selection of experiments in kit form for the whole Science

Department.
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Drawing of a mosquito as seen through a
microscope, by Yaya Colley (Grade 4 at time of
drawing), Sinchu Baliya Science Club

Drawing of an ant as seen
through a microscope, by

6 at time of drawing),
Sinchu Baliya Science Club
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Drawing of a mosquito as seen through a microscope, by
Sainey S Jallow (Grade 5 at time of drawing), Sinchu
Baliya Science Club

(1
F g

Drawing of an ant as seen through a microscope, by
Sanna Conteh (Grade 6 at time of drawing), Sinchu
Baliya Science Club

Sinchu Baliya Science Club winners
February 2006

Front row (from left): Abdoulie Jeng,Yaya Colley,
Isatou Jaiteh, Cherno Faye, Lamin Janneh,
Ebrima Sowe. Second row (from left): Sainey S
Jallow, Bai Jaw, Assan Secka, Mass Darboe,
Mariama Touray, Isatou Barry. Third row (from
left): Sarraba Sanyang, Ebrima Ceesay, Yaya
Sannwh, Sanna Conteh, Alasana Saidy. Back row
(from left): Fatou Jawula, Muhammed Saidy, Pa
Masowe Jobe (Teacher), Omar Janneh (Teacher
& Science Co-ordinator)

To view more drawings by the children of the
Sinchu Baliya Science Club, visit
www.rms.org.uk/infocus

PAGEANTSstands for Projects Aiding Gambian Education And Natural Talent. It was established as a
UK Charity in 2002 specifically to support education and related projects in The Gambia.

For more information on PAGEANT visit www.pageant.org.uk
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