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Minutes of the 2019 Annual General Meeting of the Life Sciences Section of the  

Royal Microscopical Society which was held on Tuesday 2 July 2019 during  

mmc2019 at Manchester Central 

 
Present: Dr Claire Wells (Chair), Dr Theresa Ward (Deputy Chair), Professor Michelle Peckham 

(President),  Dr Peter O'Toole (Vice President), Professor Maddy Parsons (Honorary Secretary 

Science (Biological)), Dr Jacquie Bond, Professor Stan Botchway, Dr Susan Brooks, Mr Anthony 

Carter, Dr Susan Cox, Mr Derek Davies, Dr Ian Dobbie, Mr Chris Kennedy, Mr Daniel Metcalf, Mr 

Alex Sossick, Dr Steve Thomas, Dr Fredrik Wallberg, Dr Theresa Ward, Dr Claire Wells,  Ms 

Allison Winton (RMS Chief Executive) and Ms Lauren Winton (RMS Staff). 

1. Apologies for Absence 

Apologies for absence had been received from Dr Sam Peel, Mr Liam Rooney, Dr Imogen Sparkes 

and Dr Ferran Valderrama. 

 

2. Minutes of the 2018 Annual General Meeting 

The Minutes were approved and signed as a true and accurate record of the meeting. 

 

3. Matters Arising 

There were no matters arising. 

 

4. Report from Section Chair 

“This year has flown by incredibly fast and I find myself again at the LS AGM.  Last year’s AGM 

was delivered in September 2018 at the RMS one day meeting in London. This meeting was a great 

showcase event for the society and I’m sure we can all agree it was a resounding success.  

 

I will now give you a brief update on the work of the LS committee during the 2018/2019 year. 

As a committee we are keen to engage with other societies and scientific meetings. In December 

2018 the LS committee sponsored the Bristol Actin meeting again in awarding a prize for best 

imaging in a talk to Jan Periz from Glasgow University.  Jan wrote a great article for infocus on his 

award.  In April 2019 another member of the LS committee, Imogen Sparkes was part of the 

organising committee for the Botanical Society meeting at Oxford Brookes University. This 

meeting was very well attended and a credit to all those who took part in the organisation.  Myself 

and Ferran Valderrama from the LS committee along with Maddy Parsons our RMS Honorary 

Secretary Science (Life Sciences) were on the organising committee for a Mechano-chemical signals 

in invasion meeting at Roehampton University in June 2019. The LS committee and RMS Executive 

sponsored speakers at this meeting. The meeting was a huge success, delegate feedback was 

extremely positive and a new organising committee will run the meeting again in France in 2021. 

In addition, Will Jackson our early career researcher was successful in securing a RMS sponsored 

session at the British Society of Immunology Congress which will be held in December 2019. We 

are delighted to feature at this highly visible UK meeting.  

 

The LS committee is also keen to run our own events. In February 2019 two committee members 

Steven Briddon and Jacqui Bond launched a new High Content Screening workshop held at 

Nottingham University. The meeting was a resounding success and received excellent feedback. 

Building on initial success the plan is to run this meeting again 2021.   

 

The LS committee was also actively involved in planning for mmc2019. Members of the LS 

committee are currently involved in all aspects of mmc2019 including but not limited to session 

chairing and poster judging. Thanks go to Theresa Ward and Steve Thomas for bringing in a great 
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selection of speakers to their sessions. Integral to mmc is our joint meeting with the LM section 

“Frontiers in Bioimaging” which has a fantastic line up of sessions and speakers.  Our LS medal will 

be awarded to Dr Cristina Lo Celso from Imperial College London at this meeting and we will 

also award our prestigious Pearse Prize to Klaus Hahn before his plenary presentation on Thursday 

afternoon.  

 

Looking ahead the next “Frontiers in BioImaging” Meeting will be held in London in June 2020. 

Theresa Ward from LS committee alongside Mark Leake from the LM committee are part of the 

organising team for this meeting.  In a new move the team also includes a representative from the 

EM committee, Leandro Lemgruber Soares; we are delighted to have Leandro on-board and hope 

to do more cross committee events in the future.  Planning for the Abercrombie meeting in 2022, 

co-organised by LS committee member Brain Stramer is well underway, with the venue in Oxford 

booked and the organising committee now working on the programme.   

 

As you will have gathered from this report I have been privileged to chair a vibrant, active 

committee that engages with all aspects of the RMS portfolio. Susan Brooks continues her work 

as Wiley Book Series Editor and oversees the RMS Diploma programme. Stephen Thomas is our 

LS representative on the training interest group. Members of the committee are also acting as 

mentors on the RMS Diploma programme. Jacqui Bond is our representative on the Outreach 

committee and Emily Eden is our liaison with Infocus Magazine. Industrial input from Samantha 

Peel and European representation from Jan Faix adds welcome breadth to our meetings. 

Moreover, we are delighted to extend a warm welcome to our new committee member Liam 

Rooney from the University of Strathclyde.   

 

It is inevitable that as we welcome new members we also say goodbye to old friends.  Ian Baldwin 

has sat on the LS committee as one of our valued industrial representatives for a number of years.  

Ian is stepping down due to ill health and we wish him well for the future. At the end of 2019 we 

will also be saying goodbye to Will Jackson. Will has been an active and engaging member of 

committee and we thank him for all his efforts.  

 

This is my last AGM report as Chair and I just want to say how much I have enjoyed this role; my 

time as chair has been extremely rewarding and this has been made possible by the generosity of 

all the past and present members of the LS committee who find time in their own bust schedules 

to engage with RMS activities.  

 

Last but by no means least I would like to thank the RMS office for their fantastic support. My 

particular thanks go to Allison for her key role in supporting our committee and keeping me so 

expertly on track. Thanks also to all the other RMS staff past and present who manage our events 

and make everything run so smoothly.    

 

To conclude I would therefore like to thank the committee and the RMS office once again, and 

look forward to a busy and rewarding 2019/2020.”  

 

5. Election of Officers 

There being no other nominations, the following Officers were duly elected: 

Chair:   Dr Theresa Ward, London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine 

Vice Chair:  Dr Claire Wells, King’s College London 

Deputy-Chair:  Dr Steve Thomas, University of Birmingham 

 

6. Election of Ordinary Members 

There being no other nominations, the following Ordinary Members were duly elected: 

Dr Jacquelyn Bond, University of Leeds 

Dr Steve Briddon, University of Nottingham 

Professor Susan Brooks, Oxford Brookes University 

Dr Emily Eden, University College London  
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Professor Jan Faix, University of Hannover 

Dr Sam Peel, Astra Zeneca 

Dr Brian Stramer, King’s College, London 

Dr Ferran Valderrama, St George’s University of London 

 

In addition to the above elected Committee Members, Dr Imogen Sparkes and Mr Liam Rooney 

have been co-opted onto the Committee.  Dr Will Jackson is the Early Career Representative. 

 

7. Any Other Business 

There was no further business. 


