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The Veterinary Laboratories Agency (VLA) is an Executive Agency of the Department for Environment, 

Food and Rural Affairs. The VLA can trace its origins back to 1894 when its forerunner the Central 

Veterinary Laboratory (CVL) was established. The laboratory’s original task was to deal with a swine fever 

epidemic but this remit was quickly widened to other important animal disease. This presentation will 

therefore give a historic perspective of the influence viral disease had on the formation of the VLA and 

give an overview of some of the viral activities currently undertaken at the Laboratory.  
 

http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/vla/ 
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