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What has the Society done in 2019?
Another action-packed year has flown by at the RMS, with a raft of meetings, courses and other activities all geared towards 
furthering the science of microscopy.  As 2019 draws to a close we’d like to thank all our members, volunteers and others for 
continuing to support this fantastic Society. Here’s a summary of some of the highlights of the last 12 months.

Events
This year the RMS organised and supported 22 meetings, courses 
or workshops, attracting over 2,000 delegates and supported 
by over 100 companies. We also introduced some new events in 
2019, including the Facility Managers Training Course (York). This 
was a sell-out event with a long waiting list, and we’re planning 
to run it again in the near future. We also hosted a High Content 
Imaging workshop (Nottingham) in February, which was very well 
received and will run again in 2021.

mmc2019
2019 was of course, an ‘mmc’ year, and the Congress in July was 
undoubtedly one of the best yet. Once again held in Manchester, 
mmc2019 attracted more than 1000 attendees, including many 
international delegates and 120 exhibitors including co-exhibitors. 
As always, we’ve taken on board all the feedback from visitors, 
delegates and exhibitors, and will be working hard to ensure 
mmc2021 is every bit as good.

MAKs – 100,000 School Children
Our Microscope Activity Kit scheme broke a major milestone. 
These purpose-built microscope kits, with curriculum driven 
content, have now officially reached 100,000 primary school 
children. The kits continue to be very popular – so much so that 
they are now booked out until April 2021! These kits have an 
international reach with versions in Ireland and Malaysia.

Bursaries, Studentships and Qualifications
To further support developing microscopists, the RMS awarded 
a total of 63 travel bursaries to support members attending 
relevant meetings and conferences, including 31 awards 
for attendance at mmc2019. We provided six Summer 
Studentships in 2019, with the successful undergraduates each 
receiving up to £2,000 to help cover living and laboratory costs 
while they completed their projects. 

McCormick Collection
We are delighted to announce receipt of the wonderful 
McCormick Collection of reproduction antique microscopes. 
The collection, which comprises five brass models and three 
smaller instruments, will form part of the Society’s growing display 
collection.

Journal of Microscopy
Professor Michelle Peckham took over from Professor Pete 
Nellist as the General Editor of the Journal of Microscopy. Dr 
Kurt Anderson (Francis Crick Institute), Professor Carolyn 
Larabell (University of California, San Francisco), Professor Gail 
McConnell (University of Strathclyde) and Dr Ulla Neumann (Max 
Planck Institute) have joined the team of Scientific Editors in 2019.

Outreach
The RMS featured at a host of high-profile public outreach 
events this year, including the Big Bang Festivals at Weston 
and Birmingham NEC; the Nottingham Festival of Science 
and Curiosity; and Primary Science Education Conference in 
Edinburgh. In addition, the RMS Learning Zone hosted secondary 
school visits at mmc2019. We have also successfully launched a 
£100 Public Engagement and Outreach Bursary to go
towards the cost of running an event.



BioImagingUK
A warm welcome to Project Officer Georgina Fletcher, who 
joined the RMS this year as part of our joint initiative with 
BioImagingUK. She replaces Cornelia Cazey, to whom we extend 
the warmest of wishes on her decision to move back to Germany.

We are very pleased to be able to administer Business 
Interaction Vouchers on behalf of the BBSRC. This award 
scheme will be used to encourage and support collaboration 
between academic partners and industrial partners within the 
BBSRC bioimaging framework.

Looking Ahead to 2020
We look forward to serving the microscopy community 
again throughout 2020 and to meeting many of you at events 
throughout the year. In particular, we are proudly looking ahead 
to our role supporting the forthcoming European Microscopy 
Congress (emc) in August 2020. We are working closely 
alongside the European Microscopy Society (EMS) and the Nordik 
Microscopy Society (SCANDEM) as preparations gather pace. The 
website for this fantastic event is live at www.emc2020.eu where 
you can now submit an abstract, or register as either an attendee 
or an exhibitor.

New President
July saw the appointment of new RMS President Grace Burke, 
who becomes the fourth woman to hold the role – and the 
first from a physical sciences background. Grace is a pioneering 
research scientist with a wealth of experience on both sides of 
the Atlantic. Meanwhile outgoing President Michelle Peckham has 
taken on role of Executive Honorary Secretary. 

infocus
A very fond farewell to Scientific Editor Adrian Burden, who is 
stepping down after a mammoth 20 years in the role. The 
December 2019 issue is Adrian’s last at the helm, having overseen 
a series of successful innovations and redesigns of the magazine 
during his tenure. He leaves infocus in the capable hands of Vikas 
Trevedi, who is stepping up from his Deputy Editor role. A huge 
thank you to Adrian for all his efforts over the years.  If you are
interested in writing for infocus please get in touch.

RMS President Grace Burke
Sad Loss of Two Former Presidents
A special symposium was held in November 
to honour the life, work and legacy of 
former RMS President, Professor Chris 
Hawes FRMS. Chris, who sadly died 
in July following a long illness, was an 
internationally renowned plant scientist and 
hugely respected across the microscopical 
community. It has been decided to set up a 
new award for outreach and education in his 
name.
Another former RMS president, Professor 
John Garrett, also sadly passed away in 2019. 
John, who led the society from 1980-82, was 
an exceptional pathologist and physiologist, 
and will be remembered for his enthusiastic, 
open approach to his work. Both  Chris and 
John will be sorely missed.
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Honorary Fellowships and Distinguished Scientist Award
This year the RMS awarded three Honorary Fellowships. The 
recipients were Prof. Mervyn Miles, Prof. C. Barry Carter 
and Dr David B Williams. Council also approved a proposal 
to raise the limit on the number of Hon Fellowships that can be 
awarded at any one time from 65 to 100. Congratulations also go 
to Gail McConnell, who became the first recipient of our new 
Distinguished Scientist Award.


